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Ot the. Province of 


PENNSYLVANIA 
} _—_ AND ITS 
F TMPROVEMENTS. 


* For the Satisfattion of rhole that are IDventurers, and 
© ; $nclineg to be 19, = 
4 lriEc om hh. + 1088 
T- has, "PW. been much expected from me, that T 
ſhould give ſome farther Narrative of thoſe parts of 
America, where I am chiefly intereſted, and have 
lately been ; having continned there above a Year 
after my former Relation, and receiving ſince my 
. return, the treſheft and fulleft Advices of its Progreſs 
and Improvement. But as the reaſon of my coming back, was a 
Difference between the Lord Baltemere and my ſelf, about the 
| Lands of Delaware, in conſequence, reputed of mighty mo- 
| ment tous, ſo I wav'd publiſhing any thing that might look 
; in favour of the Country or inviting to it, whilſt it lay unz- 
der the Diſcouragement and Diſteputation of thatLord's clein 
: ' and pretenees. 


, But ſince they are, after many fair and full hearings before 
be Loras of the Committee for Plantations juſtly and happily 
Pifeeft, and the things agreed ; and that the | Lerrers 
WRCh Gaily preſs me from all Parts, on the ſubje& of dwe- 
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rica, are ſo many and voluminous, that to anſwer the 
verally, were a Task too heavy, and repeated to perform, 1 
' have thought it moſt eafie to the Enquirer, as well as my ſelf 
to make this Account Publick, leſt my ſilence, or a more pri. 
vatc intimation of things, ſhould diſoblige the juſt inclinations 
of any to America, and at a time too, When an extraording. 


ry Providence ſeems to favour its Plantation, and openz 


Door to Europeans to pals thither. That then which is my 
part todo in this Advertiſement 1s, 
- Firſt, To Relate our Progreſs, eſpecially fince my laſt of the 
Month called m___ 82. _ 

Secondly, The Capacity of the P lace for farther Improvement, 
in order to T rade and Commerce. 

Laſtly, Which Way thoſe that are Adventurers, or incline tobe 
fo, may imploy their Money to a fair and ſecure Profit ; ſuch as 
ſhall equally encourage Poor and Rich, which cannot fail of 
Advancing che Country in conſequence. % 

I. We have had about NINETY SAYL of $hipsnitl 
PASSENGERS ſince the beginning of 82. and not one 
Veſſel, deſigned to the Provizce, through Gods mercy, hi 
therto miſcarried. 

The Eſtimate of the People may be thus made ; Eighy 
to ezch Ship, which comes to SEVEN THOUSAND 
TWO HUNDRED PERSONS: Atleaſt a Thouſari 
there before, with ſuch as from other Places in our neigh- 
bourhood are fince come to refide among us: And I preſume 
the Births at leaft equal to the Burials: For having made 
our firſt Settlement high in the Freſhes of the Rivers, we 
not finde our ſelves ſubje& to thoſe Seaſonings that aff 
ſome other Countries upon the ſame Coaſt. 


m ſe.'F 


'The People are a Co/leftion of divers Nations in Exrope : As 
French, Dutch, Germans, Sweeds, Danes, Finns, Scotch? Irih, 73 
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ragliſh ; 


had a conſiderable influence towards the proſperity of that 
Place. : : : 

IT. Philadelphia, and our intended Metropolis, as I for- 
merly Writ, 15 two Miles long, and a Mile broad, and at each 
end it lies thot mile, upon a Nawigable River. The ſcituation 
high and dry,yet repleniſhed with running ſtreams. Belides the 
High-Street, that runs inthe midle from Kiver to River, 
and is an huxyared foot broad, it has Eight Streets more that 
run the ſame courſe, the leaft of which is fifty foot in. breath, 
And beſides Broad-Street, which croſſeth the Town in the 
middle,and is alſo an hundred toot wide, there are twenty 
ſtreets more, that run the ſame courſe,and. are alſo fifty foot 
broad. The names of thoſe Streets are moſtly taken from 
the things that Spontaneouily grow in the Country, As Vime- 
Street, Mulbery-Street, Cheſwut-Srreet, Wallnut: Street, Strawber y- 
Street, Cranbery-Street, Plumb-Street, Hickery-Street, Pifre-Streer, 
Oake-Street, Beach-Street, Aſh-Street, Popler-Streer, Saſſafrax- 
Street, and the like. 

III. I mentioned in my laſt Account, that from my Arival 
in Eighty two,to the Date thereof, being tea Monet]is, we had 
got up Four-core Houſes at our Town, and thac ſome Villages 
were ſetled aboutir. From that time to my coming away, 
which was a Year within a few Weeks, the Town advanced 
to Three hundred. and fifty ſeven Houſes; divers of them, large, 
well built, with good Cellars, three ſtories, and ſome with. 
Belcontes. | 

IV. There is alſoa fair Key: of about three hundred foot 
{quare, Built by Samus! Carpenter, to whicha Ship _ 
hundred Tuns may lay her broade fide; and others intend to 

A 2 follow 
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and of the laſt equal'ra all the reſt : And which is. 
admirable, not a Reflection on that Account: But as they 
areof one kind, and 1n one Place, and under One Allegiance, 
{ they live like People of Oe County; which Civil Union has | 


| < » Shah 
follow his example. We have alſo a Repe-walk made by |. 
B. Wilcox, and cordage for ſhipping already ſpun at it. 


V. There inhabits moſt ſorts of - uſeful - Vrades-men, As 
Carpenters, Toners, Bric:layers, Maſons, Pl ſterers, Plumers, 
Smiths, Glaſiers, Tavlers, Shoemakers, Butchers, Ba'ers, Brewers, 
Glovers, Tanners, Felmongers,W, heelrights, Millrights, Shiprights. 
Boxtrights, Ropemakers, Saylmakers Blockmakers, Turners &c, 

V!. There are Two Markets every Week and Two Fiirs 
every Year. In other places Markets allo, as at Cheſterand 


New-Ca/?. E, , 


Vi!. Seven Or2inavies ſor the Intertainment of Strangers 
and Wort. ?1-»,that are not Houſe-keepers, and a good Meal 
ro be had for ſ1xvence, Rerl. 

VII, 'The hours for Work and Meals to Labourers, are 
fixt, and known by Ring of Bel. 

IX. After nine at Night, the Offcers $@ the Rounds and 
no Perſon, without very good caule, ſuttered to be at any 
Publick-Houſe that is nor a Lodger. 


X. Tho this 


Town 


ſeemed at firſt, contrived for the 


Purchafers of the firſt hunared ſhares, each ſhare conſiſting of 
$000 Acres, yet few going, and that their abſence might not 
Check the Improvemeat of the Place,and Srraxgers,that flockt 
to us, be thereby Excluded, I added that half of the Tows, 
which lies on the S#»/k;#, that we might have Room for pre. 
ſent and aftzr Commers, that were not of that number, andit 
hath already had great ſucceſs te the Improvement of the 


Place. 


XI. Some Peſſels have been here Built, and many Boats; 
and by that meaps,a ready Conveniency for Paſſage of People 


and Goods. 


Xl. Divers Brickerzs going on, many Cellars already 
Ston'd or Brick'd, and ſome Brick Houfes going up. | 


X [1l. The Town is wel furniſh'd with convenient Mit: 


and 
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and what with their Gardez Plats, (the leaſt half an Acre) the 


Fiſh of the River,and their labour,to the Connrry-man,who bc- 
gins to pay with the proviſions of his own growth, they live 
Comfortably. 

XIV. The Improvement of the place is beſt meaſur'd, by 
the advance of Value upon every mans Lot. TI will venture 
to ſay,that the worit Lot in the Town, without any Improve- 
ment upon it, is worth for zmes more then it was when it 
was lay'd out, and the beſt 7or7y. And though it ſeems un- 
equal that the Abſent ſhould be thus benefited by the Improv- 
ments of thoſe that are upon the place, eſpecially,when they 
have ſerv'd no-Office, run no hazard, nor as yet defray'd any 
Publick charge, yet this advantage does ccrtainly redound to 
them, and whoever they are, they are great Debtors to the 
Country ; of which I ſhall now ſpeak more at large. 
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Of Conntry Settlements. 
l. 7ÞE do ſettle in the way of Townſhips or Fillages, 
each of which centains5000 Acres in ſquare,and 
at leaſt Ten Families: The regulatien of the Country, being a 
Family to each five hundred Acres : Some Townſhips have 
more, where the Intereſt of the People is leſs then that quan- 
tity; which often talls out. 

2. Many that had righ: to more Land, wereat firſt cove- 
tous to have their whole quantity, without regard to this way 
offettlement,tho by ſuch W1laerne/s vacancies they had ruin'd 
the Country, and their own intereſt of courſe. I had in my 
view, Society, Afifl ance, Eaſy Commerce, Inſtruition of Touth, 
Goverment of Peoples manners, Conveniency of Religions Aſſem- 
bling, Encouragement of Mechanicks, diſtint# and beaten Roads, 
and it has aniwer'd in all choſe reſpe&s, TI think, to an 
Univerſall Content, 

*.. 
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2. Our Torrnſhigs-lie ſquare: generally the Villagein the 
Center ; the Houles either oppolit,or elſe oppoſit to the mig. 
dle,betwixt two houſes over the way,tor nearer neighborhood, 
We have anotker Method, that tho the Village be inthe Cen- 
ter,yetafter adifferent manner:Five hundred Acres are allotted 
for the Village, which among ten families comes to fifty Acre 
each: This les ſquare, and on the outſide of the ſquare ſtand 
the Houſes, with their fifty Acres running back,whoſe ends 
meeting, make the Center of the 5oo Acres, as they are to. 
the whole. Before the Doors of thoſe Houſes, lies the high 
way, and croſs it, every mans 450 Acres of Land, that makes 
up his Complement of 500 ſo that the Conveniency of Neigh- 
bourhood-is made agreeable with that of the Land. 

4. 1 ſaid nothing in my laſt of any number of Townſhips, 
bur there were at leaſt FIFTY ſettled before my leaving 
thoſe parts, which was in the moneth call'd Auguſt 1684 

«. I vifitted many ofthem, and found them much advanc'd 
in their Improvements. Houſes over their heads,and Garder- 
Plots, Cowerts for their Cattle, an excreaſe of ſtock, and fe. 
veral Encloſures in Corn,eſpecially, the firſt Commers; and[ 
may. ſay of ſome Poor meneven to the beginings of an Eſtate 
The difference of Jabouring for themſelves and for others; of 
an Inheritance,and a Rack Leaſe,being wever better wnderſtocd, 


Of The. Prodace of the Earth. 


Is HE E AR TH, by Gods bleſſing, has more then 
anſwer'd our expeCation ; the pooreſt placesit 

our Judgment, producing large Grops of Garden Stuff, and 
Grain. And though our Ground has not generally theſyn 
toms of the fat Necks,that lie upon ſalt Waters in Previncs 
outhexn of us, our Grain is thought to exce/l and our Cropst) 
be as large. We have had the mark of the good Ground 
amongl 


among 


ft us; from Thirty to Sixty fold of Engliſh Corn. 

2. TheLand requires leſs ſeed : Three Pecks of Wheat 
ſow an Acre; a Buſhel at moſt, and ſome have had the in- 
creaſe I have mention'd. 

3. Upon Tryal, we find thatthe Corn and Roots that 
grow in England, thrive very well there, as Wheat, Bart, 
Rye, Oats, Buck-Wheat, Peaſe, Beans, Cabbages, Turnips, Carrets, 
Parſnups, Colleflowers, Aſparagus, Onions, Charlots, Garlick, 
and Iriſh Potatos; we have alſo the Spaniſh, and very good 
RICE which do not grow here. 

4. Our Low Lands are excellent for Rape and Hemp and 
Flax. A Tryal has been made, and of the two laſt,there is a 
Conſiderable quantity Dreſs'd Yearly. | 

5s. The Weeds of our Woods feed our Cattle to the Mar- 


ket as well as Dary: I have ſeen fat Bullocks brought thenee to 


Market before Mid-Summer. Our Swamps or Marſhes yeeld 
us courſe Hay for the Winter, 

6. Engliſh GRASS-SEED takes well ; which will give us 
fatting Hay in time. Of this 1 made an Experiment in my 


own Court Yard, upon ſand, that was dug out of gy Cellar, 


with ſced that had layn in a Ces, open to the weather two 
Winters and a Summer: I caus'd it to beſown in'thebeginning 
of the month-called April, and a fortnight before Midſummer 
it was fit to Mow : It grew very thick : But I ordered it to be 
fed, being in the nature of a Graſs Plott, on purpoſe to ſee if 
the Roots lay firm : And though it had been meer ſand, 
caſt out of the Cellar, but a Year before, the ſeed took ſuch 


Root, and held the earth ſo faft, and faſtened it ſelf ſowell 


in the Earth, that it held and fed like old Engliſh Ground. 


I mention vhis, to:confute the ObjeCtions that lie againſt thoſe 


Parts, as if that, firſt, Engliſh Graſs would not grow ; next, 
not enough to mow; and laſtly, not firm enough to feed;from 


7. All 


the-Levity of the Mould. 
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=. All forts of Engliſh fruits that have been: tryed, take | 


»izhty well for the time : The Peach Excellent, on Randers, 
and in great quantities: "They ſun-dry them, and lay them 
up in lofts, as we do roots here, and ftew them with Me: 
in Winter time. Mu/mellons and Vater bielloysare raiſed there, 
with as little care as Pumpkins in England. The VINE eſpe. 
cially, prevails, which grows every where; and upon expe. 
rience, of ſome French People from Rochel, and the Iſle of Rhee, 
GOOD WINE may be made there, efpecially, when the 
Earth and Stem are fir'd and civiliz'd by culture. We hope 
that good ski!l in our moſt Southern Parts will yeild us fere. 
al of the Sr4/2hts Commodities, efpecially, Ole, Dates, 
Fiogs, Almonds, Raifins and Carrans, 
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Of the Produce of our Waters. 


b Ighty WHALES roll upon the Coaſt, near the 
Mouth of the Bay of Delaware. Eleven caught, and 
workt into Oyl one Seaſon : We juftly hope a conſiderable 
profit by a Whalery. They being ſo numerous and the Shore 
lo ſuitable. | 

2. STURGEON play continually in our Rivers in 
Summer : And though the way of cureing them be not gene- 
rally known,yet by a Reecipt I kad of one Co//:zs,that relatec 
to the Company of the Royal Fiſhery, I did ſo well preſerve 
ſome,that I had of them good there three months of the Sum- 
mer, and brought ſome of the ſame ſo for Exglard. 

3- ALLOES, as they call them in Fraxce,the Jews Altice, and 
aur Ignorants, Shads, arc excellent Fiſh, and of the Bigneſs of 
our largeſt Carp : They are ſo Plentiful, that Captain Smyth's 
Overſeer, at the Skulk:!, drew Goo and odd at ene Draught, 


' 300 15 Ne wonder, 160 familierly. They are excellent Pickled 


or Smokt'd, as well as boyld freſh: They are caught by nets 
only, : 4 ROCKS 
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_ 4, ROCKS are ſomewhat rounder and larger, ulſo's 


whiter fiſh, little inferior in relliſh to our Mehr : - We have 
them almoit inthe like plenty. Theſe are often Barrel/'d like 
Cod, and not much inferior for their ſpending. Of both theſe 


| the Inhabicants inereaſe their Winter ſtore: "Thele are caught 


by Nets, Hooks and Speers, 
5, The SHEEPSHE AD, ſocalled, from the reſem- 
blance of irs Mouth and Noſe to a Sheep, is a fiſh much pre. 
ferr'd by ſome,but they keep in ſalt Water; they are likea Roach 
in faſhion, but'asthick as a Sa/mon, not ſo long. We have 
allo the Drum,a large and noble fiſh, commended equal to the 
Sheepshead, not unlike to a Newfoundland Cod, but larger of 
the two : Tis ſo call'd from a noiſe it makes in its Belly, 
when it is taken, reſembling a Drum. There are three ſorts 
of them, the Black, Red and Eold colour ; the Blackis fat in the 
Spring, the Red in the Fall,and the Gold colour believed tobe 
the Black,grown old, becaule it is ebſerv'd that young ones of 
that colour have not been taken. They generally ketch them 
by Hook and Lize, as Cod are, and they ſave like it, where the 
People are $kilful. There are abundaicce of lefler fiſh to be 
caught of pleaſure, but they quit not coſt, as thoſe TT have 
mentioned, neither in Magnitude nor Number, except the 
Herring, which {warm in ſuch {hoales, that it is hardly Cre- 
dible;in lictleCreeks,they almoſt ſhovel them up in their tubs. 
There is the Cath, or F/1thead, Lampry, Eale, Trout, Perch 
black and white, Smelt, Sunfi, &c, Alſo Opfters, Ceckles, 
Cunks, Crabs, Muſsles, DMaunnſes. 
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| "Of Prot ifion in General | 
1.41 T:has been often ſaid, we were ftarv'd for want ef food; 
ſome were apt ro\uggeft their icars, others to inſinuate 
ther prejudices, and when this was contradicted, and the 
| B af ur 


afurd we had plenty,both of Bread, Fiſh and Fiſh; then yas 
-objeed, we were forc'r to fete!) it irom other places at preat 
*Charges: but neither is all rhis true, tho ail the Work wil 
think we muſt either carry Proviſion witly us, or ger it of the 
Neighbourhood, rill we had gotten Houles over our heads 
and alittle Land in tillage. We fetcht none, nor were We 
wholly helpt by Neigibours ; the 0/4 Inhabitants {upplied ys 
with moſt of the Cor» we wanted, and a good {hare of Py 
and Beef": tis true, New-Tork, New-England and Road-Ifland 
did with their proviſions tetch our Goods and Money, huts: 
ſuch Rates, that ſome ſold for almoſt what they gave, and 
others carried their proviſions back, expeQting a better Mar. 
ket neerer, which ſhowed no ſcarcity, and that we were not 
totally deſtitute in our own River. But if my advice bedf 
- any Value, I would have them buy {till, and not weaken 
their Herds, by killing up their Young Stock #09 /oon. * 
- 2: But the right meaſure of information mult be the pro 
portion of Value of Proviſions there; to what they arein 
more planted and mature Colonies.” Beef is commonly ſold 
at thezate of two pence per Pound; and Pork for two pence half 
penny; Ves!/and Mutton at rhree pence, or three pense hu penny, 
that Country mony;an Engliſh Shilling going for fftees pence 
Grain fells by the Buſhel; Wheat at four ſhillings, Rye, and 
excellent good, at zhree ſhillings ; Barly two ſhillings ſix pence; 
Tydian Corn two ſhillings ſix pence, Oats rwo ſhillings, in that 
money ſtill, which in a new Country, where Grain isſo much 
wanted for ſeed, as well as food, cannot be called dear, and 
eſpecially if we conlider the Conſumptien of the many ney 
Commers. 
2. There is ſo great an encreaſeof Grain, by the dilligent | 
application of People to Husbandry, that within three Years 
ſome Plantatiogs have got Twenty Acres ia Corn,ſome For, 


ſome Fifsy, 
& Thx 
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4. They are vety careful to encreaſe their ſtock, and get 
into Daries,as faſt as they can. They already make good Burrer 
and Cheeſe. A goodCow and Caff by her ſide may be worth chree 
pounds iterliag, in goods at firſt Coſt. A pareof Working 
Oxen, eight pounds: A pare of fat ones, Little more, and a plain 
Breeding Mare about five pounds ſter]. 

6, For Fiſh, it is brought to the Door, both freſh and falt.. 
Six Alloes or Rocks for twelve pence,and ſalt fiſh,at three fardings 
per pound, Oyſters at 2s. per buſhel, | 

6. Our DR I N K has been Beer and Purch,made of Rum 
andWater: Our Beer was moſtly made of Moloſſes, which 
well boyld,with Saſſafras or Pize infuſed into it, makes very 
tollerable drink; but now they make Manlr, and Maulr 
Drink begins to be common, eſpecially at Ordinaries, and the 
Houſes of the more ſubſtantial People. In our great Town 
there is an able Man, that has ſet up a large Brew:Howſe, in 
order to furniſh the People with good Drink, both there, and 
upand down the*River. Having faid this of the Country, 


for the time I was there, T ſhall add one of the many: Letters 
that have come to my hand, becauſe brief and full, end that 


he is .known to be a Perſon of an cxtraordinary Caution as 


well as Truth, in what he 1s wont to Write or Speak, 


DE ——————o—— 


Philadelphia #be 34. of the 67h. month (Auguſt) 1685, 


Governour. -% | | 

IWF Aving at opportwnity by a Ship from this River, (out of which 
ſeveral have gone this 1 ear) I thought fit to give a ſhort account 
; of proceedings, 4 to ſettlements here, and the Improvements 


both in Town and Country.. As 19 the Gourtry the Improvements are large, 
arid ſettlements very throng, by wayof TOWNS HIPS and VILs 

LAGES. Great inclinations ra Planting Orchards, which are eaſil 
' rMſed, and ſome brought to perfetion. Much Hay-Sced ſown, and much 
B 2 Planting 
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Planting of Corn this Year, and great produce ſaid tobe, both of When, 
Rye and Riic ; Barly ad Oates prove very well, beſides Inelan Cory 
ard Peaſe of ſeveral ſorts; aljo Kiduy Beans,and Fgliih Peaſe of ſee. 
ral kinds, ! have had in my own Ground, with Engliſh Roots, Tornaps, 
Parſnips, Carrets, Onions, Leeks, Radiihes and Cabbidges, with 4 
bundance of ſorts of Herbs and Flowers; 1 know but of few ſceds th 
have miſt, except Roſemary ſeed, and being Englijh might be old. Alſo, 
Ihave ſuch plenty of Pumpkins, Mulmellons, Watermellons, Squaſke,, 
Coſhaws, Bucks-hens, Cowcumbers ava Simnells of Divers king;, 
admired at by new Cemmers, that the Earth ſhould ſo plentifully caſt fon, 
eſpecially the firſt Years breaking up; and on that which « counted the 
WORST SORT OF S ANDY LAND. I am ſatisfied, and 
many more, that the Earth us very fertil, and the Lord hath done bis part, 
if Man uſe but a moderate Diligence. Grapes, Mulberies, and many 
wilde Fruits, and natural Plums, #» abundance, this Tear have I ſeenand 
eat of. Abrave Orchard and Nurſery have Iplantedzand thrive mightily, 
and Fruit the firſt Tear. I endeavor choice of Fruits, and Seas from 
many parts ; alſo. Hay-Seed ; and have ſowed a field this ſpring for tryal, 
Firſt, Iburrd the leaves, then bad is Grub*d, not the field, but the ſmall 
Roots up, then fowed great and ſmall Clover, with a little old Graſs. 
ſeed, andhad it only raked over, not Plowed nor Harrowed, and it grons. 
exceedingly : alſo for experience I ſowed ſome patches of the ſame ſort in my 
Garden and Dunged ſome, and that grows worſt. I have plantedthe Ini 
Potatoes, and hope to have a brave increaſe to Tranſplant next Year. Cap» 
tain Rapel (rhe French man ) ſaith, he made good WINE of the 
Grapes ( of the Comnntry ) laſt Tear, and Tranſported ſome, but intends 
go make more this Year, Alſo a French man mm this Town intends the 
ſame, for Grapes are very Plentiful. | 

Now as to the Townof PHILADELPHIA it goeth onin Plants 


ing and RE toadmiration, both in the front & backward,and there are 


« bout 600 Honſes in 3 years time. And ſince I built my Brick Houſe, the 


foundation of which was laid at thy going, which 1 did deſign after a gud | 


manner, to incourage others, and that from building with Wood; it being the 


firſt, many take example, and ſome that built Wooden Houſes, are ſorry far, 


it : Brick building w ſaid tobe as cheap: Bricks are exceeding good, 


and better then, when Tbuilt : More Makers fallen in, and Bricks cheaper,. | 
obey were before at 16s. Engliſh per 1000, and now many brave Brick. 
Moyſes arc going up, wb good Cellars, Arthur Cook is building bins. 

| is Fs Er rnn.  NESIGOE CENTS 


I3y 
a brave Brick Houſe near Wil Bars Frampton?s, .on the front: Foy 
Wiliiam Frampton hath ſince bu:ir a good Brick houſe, by his Brew- - 
houſe and Bake-honie, ard ler the other for an Ordinary» John Whee- 
ler, from New-England, # buildrmg a good Brick houfe, by the Blew 
Anchor ; and the two Brickmakers a Double Brick Honufe and Cellars; 
beſides ſeveral others going on - Samuel Carpenter has built another houſe 
kis. 1am Building another Brick houſe by mine, which #4 three large 
Stories ugh, beſides a good large Brick Cellar under it, of two Bricks and 
abalf thickneſs in the wall, and the next ſtory balf under Ground , the Cel- 
hir bath an Arched Door for a Vault to go ( wnder the Street ) to the River, 
ard ſo to bring 1n,goods,or deliver out. Humphery Murry,from New-York, 
ba built a large Tumber houſe, with Brick Chimnies. John Telt hat almoſt 
finiſhed a good Brick Hoxſe, and a Baks-honſe of Timber; and N. Allen: 
« good houſe, next to 1 homas W ynns front Lot. Johis Day a good houſe, 
after thy London faſhion, moſt Brick,. with a large. frame of Wood, in the- 
front, for Shep Windows; all theſe -have Belconiess Thomas Smith 
and Daniel Pege- are Partners, and ſet 16 making of Brick this Tear, and 
they are vary good; alſo, Paſtorus, the German Friend, Agent for - the" 
Company at Frankford, with his Dutch People, are preparing to make . 
Brick next year. Samuel Carpenter, -# our Lime burner on his Wharf. 
Brave Z.1 ME STO IN E- found here, as the Workmen ſay,being proved, 
We build moſt Houſes with Belconies. Lots are much defir'd in the Town, 
great buying one of an other. We are now laying the foundation of a large 
plain Brick houſe, for a Meeting Houje,in the Center, (ſixty foot long,and 
about forty foot. broa) and bope tohave it ſoon up, many hearts andhands . 
4 Work that will doit. Alarge, Meeting Houſe, 50 foot long, end 38 voK, 
broad, alſo going up, on the front of the River, for an evening Meeting, the 
work going on apace. Many I owns People ſetling ther liberty y cp hope the 
Society will rub off the Reproaches ſome. bave caſt upon them. We now begin 
to gather in ſome thing of our many great Debts. . ex:hd > 
I do. underſtand three, COMPANIES FOR WHALE 


\ CATCHING are deſigned tofiſh in the Rivers Mouth this ſeaſon, and 


find through the great Plenty of fiſh, they may begin early. A Fiſherman 
thu Tear found the way to catch Whiteins in thu River, and it*s expeted 
many ſorts of fiſh mere then hath been yet caught,may be taken by the 5hilful, 


Tiſh are in ſuch plenty, that many ſerts on tryal,have been taken with Nets, © 


 Inthe Winter time : The Sweeds laughing at the Engliſh for going to try... 


bape fines eried themſelves. The River ſo bigg and tull of ſeveral we 
Gs _- 
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brave fiſh, that its believed, except frozen over, we may catch any time in 
the Winter. It's preat pity, but two or three experiened Fiſhermen ws 
here to Ply this River, to (alt and (crve freſh tothe Town. A good way 
eo Pickle Sturgion is wanting z ſuch abundance in this River, even before 
the Town : many are Catcht, Boyla and Eaten. : Laſt Winter great 
plenty of Dear brought i by the Indians ard Engliſh from the Country, 
We are generally very Well and Healthy here, but abundance Dead in 
Maryland thi Summer . 

The Manufalture of Linnen by the Germans goes on finely,and they mal 
fine Linnen : Samuel Carpenter baving been lately there, declares, they 
had gathered one Crop of Flax, and bad ſowed for the Second, and ſaw 
come np well >. And they ſay, might have had forwarder and better,had they 
had old feed, and ot ſtayd ſo long for the Growth.of the new ſeed toſow 
again, 'J may beleve it, for large hath my experience been this Tear, 
though-in.a ſmall. peece of Ground, tothe admiration of many. 

. Tthqught fit to ſtenify thus much, knowing thou wouldſt be glad to hegy of 
the People. and Provinces welfare >, the Lord preſerve us all, and make ny 
for thy return , which is much deſired, not only by our Friends, but all ſorts, 


I am, &c. thy truly Loving Friend 
: ROBERT TURNER 


-” 
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Of Further Improvements for Trade and Commerce, 


"T'*: things that we have in profpe& for Staples of 


= Ok; to ſay nothing of our Proviſions for the Iſlands, 
our Saw-Mzlls, Sturgeon, ſome Tobateo, and our Fursand Sins, 
which of themſelves are not contemptible ; 'I might add In 
{perhaps Copper too) for there is much Mzze ; and it will be 


cranted us, that we want no Wood, though T muſt confeſs, | 


T cannot-tell: how to help preferring a domeftick or ſelf ſub-- 
ſiſtance, to-a life of much profit,. by the extream Toyl of for- 


raign Traflick, 
| Advict 
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4Jvice, to Aduentarers how to inploy their Eſtates, 

[3-2 ' 5 HF x o- mith fair profit. =; 6 ; ” * 

'T isfit now, that I give teme: Advertiſement to Adven- 
turers, Which way they may lay out their Money to beſt 
advantage, ' ſoas it may yexd them tair returns, and with 


content to all concerned, which is the. Jait part of my-prefent 
task ; and: I muſt needs ſay ſo much wanting, that it has 
-perhaps - given ſome oceafion to ignorance and. prejudice to 


run without mercy, meaſure or diſtinction againſt America, of 
which Pennſylvania to. be {ure has had its ſhare. 

x. It is agreed on all hands,that the Poor are the Haxds and 
Feet of the Rich. . It is:their labour that improves Countries; 


'and to encourage them, 1s to pramote the real benefit of the 
,publick. Now as there areabundance of theſe people in many 


parts of Enrope, extreamly deſirous of going to America; fo 
the way of kelping them thither,or when there,and the return 
thereof to the Disburſers, will prove what. 1 ſay to be true. 

2. Thereare two forts,ſuch as are able to tran{port them- 
ſelves and Families, but have: nothing to begin with there; 


.and thoſe that want fo much as to tranſport themſelves and. 


Families thither. | 
3, The firſt of theſe may be entertained in this manner. 
Say I have 5000 Acres, I will ſettle Tex Families upon them, 
in way of Village, and build each an houſe, an out-houſe for 
Cattle, furniſh every Family with Stock ; as four Cows, two 
Sows, a couple of Mares, and a yoke of Oxez, with a Town 
Herſe, Bull and Boar ; 1 find them- with Tools, and give 


each their firſt Ground-ſeed. : They ſhall continue Seve; 


Year, or more, aswe agrec, at half encreaſe, being bound to 
leave the Houſes in repair, and a Gardez and Orchard, 1 Pay= 
ng tor the Trees & at lealt jwenty Acres of Land within Fence, 
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2nd /”yproved te cornand graſs; the charge will come to about | 
fixty pounds Englith for each Family : At the ſeven yearsend, | 
the Improvement will be worth, as things go now, 120 |. be. 
fdes the value of the excreaſe of the Stock, which may be 
neer as much” more, allowing for caſualties ; eſpecially, if the 
People are honeſt and careful, or a man be upon the ſpot him. 
| ſelf,or have an Overſeer ſometimes to inſpe& them. The charge 
in the whole is $3z 1. And the value of Rock and umproye. 
ments 2400 l.;I think I have been modeſt-in my computation, 
a Theſe Farms are afterwards fit for Leaſes at full rent,or howelſe 
'the Owner ſhall pleaſe to diſpoſe of them. Alſo the People 
will by this time be skilled in the Country, ane well pro. 
wided to ſettle themſelyes with ſtock upon their own Land. 

+ - 4+ The other ſort of poor people may be.very benchicially 
tranſported upon thele terms : Say I have 500o Acres I ſhould | t! 
"ſettle as before, I will give to each Family 100 Acres, whichin | - 

«the whole makes 1000; and to each Family rhirty pounds | 
Engliſh, half in hand,and halt there,which in the wholecomes | al 
to 300]. After four years are expired, in which time they may 
« be eaſie,*and in a good condition, they ſhall each of 'them:pay | tl 
#ve pounds, and [o yearly for ever, as a Fee-farm rent;; whichin | & 
the whole comes to 50 |. a Year. Thus a man that buys'5000, | Pt 
Acres may ſecureand ſctcle his 4000 by the gift of ene,andin | W 
a Way that hazard and 1incerelt allowed for,amounts to atleaſt | _ 
ren per cent. upon Land fecurity,befides the value it puts upon 
-the reft'of che 5a00 Acres. I propofe that there b: at leait ry | 
working bawas belides the wife, whether fon or {crvant; and | 1. 
that they oblige what they carry ; and fer turther ſecuity 
bind themſelves as ſervants tor fome time, that they wil | an 
Fettle the ſaid land aecordingly,and when theyare once ſeated, | th: 
their inprovements are ſecrty enough tor the Kent. 
6. There is yet another expedient, and that is, give to #t 
Families 1000 Ares forever, at a {wall ————— op 


+ 
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ſettle them in way of Village,as afore; by their ſeating thus; 


the Land taken up is ſecured from others, becauſe the werhod 
of the Country is anſwered, and the value ſuch” a ſetrlement 


'gives to the reſt reſerved, is not inconſiderable ; I mean, the 
4000 Acres; eſpecially that which is Contignous : For their 
Children when grown up, and Handicratts will ſoon cover to 


fix next them, and ſuch after ſettlements to begin at an 
Improved Rent in Fee,or for long Leaſes,or ſmall Acknowledgements, 
and good Improvements, muſt advance the whole eonfiderably. 
Tcorgcive any: oftheſe methods to iſſue in a ſufficient advan- 
tage to Adventurers, and they all give good encouragement - 
to feeble and ; oor Families, Co 

6. That which is moſt adviſcable for People, intended thi- 
ther, to carry with them, 1s in ſhort, all things relating to 
Apparel, Building, Housholdſtuf, Husbandry, * Fowling, and 
Fiching. Some Spice, Spirits and double tear, atfirlt, were not 
amiſs: But I adviſe all to proportion their Eſtates thus ; one 
third in Morey, and two thirds in Goods. Upen peices of eight, 
there will be almoſt a third gotten,for they go at 6 & and by 
goods well bought,at leaſt fifty pounds ferl. tor every hundred 
pounds; ſo that a man worth 4oo |. here,is worth 6ee |. there, 
without {weating. 
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THe 16 Of the Natives. | 3 
S cauſe many Stories have been prejudicially propa- 
| J gated,as if we were-upon ill terns with the Natives, 
and ſometimes, like Jobs Kzadred,all cur off but the Meſſenger 
that brought the Tidings; I think it requiſit ro ſay thus much, 
that as there never was any {ſuch Mefſenger, ſo the dead Peo- 


— 


| Ple were «/ive,at our laſt advices; ſo far are we from i//terms 


with the Natives,that we have livd in great friendfhip.I have 
mate ſeven Purchaſes, and in Pay and [Preſents they have 
A C regeived 
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received at leaſt twelve hundred pounds 'of me. Oar lamany 
has obliged them ſo far, that they generally leave their guns 
at home, whea they come tq our lettlements; they offer us na. 


affront, not ſv much asto one of our Dogs; and ifan of them 
break our Laws, they ſubmit tobe puniſht by them : and 
tathis they kave tyed themſelves by an obligation «nder their 
hands. We leave not the leaſt indignity to them unrebukr, nox 
wrong unſatisfied. Juſtice gains and aws them. They have 


ſome Great Men amongft chem, mean, for Wiſdom, Fruth. 
and Juſtice. refer. :0 my former Account. about their. 


Laws, Manxers and Religious Rites. 
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Of the Goverment. 


T HE Goverment is according to the words of the Grow, 
as near to the Engliſh as conveniently may be: In the 


whole, we aim at Duty to the King, the Preſervation ut Right, 


to. all, the ſuppreſſion of Yice,and encouragement of Verrue,znd 


Arts ; with L:bert to all People to + orſhip Almighty God, 


according to their Faith and Perſwaſion.. 


—— 
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Of the Seaſons of Going, and uſual time of Paſſage. 


— 


: be acknowledged. thar to go ſoas to arrive at Spring 
Qt 4 
freſh Commers ; and in the Winter, the wind that prevails, is 
the North Weſt,and that blows off the Coaſt,ſo that ſomerimes 
It is difficult to enter the Copes.. 

2. I propoſe therefore,rhar Ships go hence about the middle 
of the moneths call'd Febryary and Auguſt, which, allowing 
two, moneths. tor paſſage, reaches rime enough to plant i 
the prong iuch things as are carried hence co plant, and _ 

22 a. 
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"ey Ht) Ships go hence at all times of the Year, it muſt” 


, is beſt. For the Summer may be of the:hotrett, tor. 
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Full to. get aſinall Cottage,and chear-fome Land againſt the - 


"ext Spring. I have made a. diſcqvery of about a hundred- 
ones, and find thoſe back Lands richer in Soyl; Woods 
and Fountains,. then that by Delaware ; eſpecially upon the 
S4SQCUEHA NAH Rover. 

' 2. I muſt contels I preter the Fal to come thither,as belie- 
vigg it is more healthy to be followed with Winter then Sur- 
mer ; tho, through the great goodneſs and mercy of God, we 
have had an: extrordinary portion of health, for ſo new and | 
numerous a Colony, notwithſtanding we have not been ſo - 
regular My <Hme. , | | | 
4 The Paſſage is not to be ſet by any man; for. Ships will ' 
bequicker and flower. Some have been fawr-moneths, and 
ſome bur ene, and as often. Generally between ſix and nixe 
weeks., One year, of ſour and twenty Sayl, I think, there was 
gat three. above nine, and there. was one er two under fix 
weeks. in. paſlage. 

| --4... T6, render it more healthy, it is geod to keep as much - 
upon. Deck 25 may be; for the Arr helps againſt the offenſive - 
{mells of a Crowd, and a cloſe place. Alſo to /crape- often the 
Cabbins, under the Beds ; .and either carry:{tore of Rae and - 
Wormwood.and ſome Roſemary, or often ſprinkle Yineger about 
the.Cabbin., Pzzch burnt, 1s not amiſs fometimes againſt faint« 
neſs and infeCtious ſcents. I ſpeak my experience for their | 
benefit and direQtion chat may need it. 

And becauſe ſome has urged my coming back, as an argu- 
ment againſt the place, and the probability of its improve- - 
ment; 4Adding,: that | would for that reaſon never return.: b 
think fit to ſay, That. Nexe Summer, God willing, I intend to - 
go back, and carry my Family,and the heſt par: of my Perſo. - 
nal Eftate with me. And this Ido, not only of Duty, but 
Inc'ination and Choiee.. God will Bleſs and Proſper poor - 
America. . 

T. 
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\ ſhall conclude with this further Notice, that to tle wil 
ſuch as are willing to embrace any ofthe foregoing propoſitis 


ons 'for the Improvement of Adventurers Eſtates, raay not he 
diſcouraged, from an inability to find ſuch Lexd-Lords, ſeit 
nants, Maſters and Servants, if they intimate their defirest 
my Friend and Agent Philip Ford, living ia Bew-Laxe jg 
' London, they may in all probability be well accommodated 
few of any-qualiry or capacity, deſigned to the Province, thi 
 donet inform him of their inclinations and condition. | 
bp 
Now for you that think of going thither,I have this tolaj 
by way ef caution; if an harr of our heads falls not to-wh 
ground, without the providence of God, Remember; pull 
removal is of greater moment. Wherefore have a due rey 
rence and regard to his goed Providence, as becomes a-By 
ple that profeſs a belief in Providence. Go clear in your felyg 
and of all others. Be moderate in ExpeRation, count onJ 
bour before a Crop, and Coſt before Gain,for ſuch perſons.wj 
beſt endure difficulties,if they come,and bear the Succeſs 
well as find the Comfort that uſually follow ſuch conſidetal 
undertakings. Wh. 
Worminglnerft-Place, 12fth  Wiltianr-' Bon 
of the _ Month :85.. | wikiam entp. 
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